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Term 4 Issue 08 24 November 2009  

PRINCIPAL’S PATTER 
“The future is not something we enter, it’s somethi ng 
we create.” 

I have reproduced a story by a mother of two 
children who has done exactly that, created the 
future for her children by ensuring that they were 
immersed in literacy and numeracy in ways they 
couldn’t comprehend right from an early age.  While 
this mother is no expert she wanted to ensure that 
her children got the best possible start at school.   

She would read to them at the beginning, middle 
and end of the day – whenever she felt that they 
would enjoy it.  She has taken them to libraries on a 
weekly basis and discussed stories. Together they 
point out street and shop signs and mull over their 
meanings, they read cooking labels together and 
talk about what they watch on television.  For this 
parent, it is part of giving her children the best start 
possible.   

All of this work has paid off, with her daughter 
reading beyond her years and achieving high marks 
at school.  “A lot of parents expect to leave the 
education of their kids to the teachers, but really if 
you can help them before they get to school to do 
the basic things…. there is a lot that you can do 
with them in the early years,” the mother said. “I 
know how important it is before they get to school to 
be prepared for that, to have a love of learning and 
reading.  If you already love it before you get to 
school, everything is that much easier.” 

Queensland Studies Authority state in a brief on 
how to help your child with reading: 

·  Read to your child every day, letting your child 
 hold the book and turn the page 

·  Make up stories about things you see outside 

·  Sing songs or rhymes and write notes to your 
 child 

·  Make a diary together 

·  Write shopping lists with children and discuss 
 labels and packaging 

· Join a library and borrow books each week 

Yesterday I had the pleasure of accompanying the 
student leaders to Holloway’s Beach and listen to 
their leadership report for the year.  I was extremely 
proud to be principal of the school and listen to their 
trials, tribulations, goals and most importantly what 
they felt that they had achieved over the year. I will 
ask the students if I can use their presentation for 
our next P&C Association meeting.  Well done 
leaders!  

The elections for the 2010 Student Leaders – run by 
the Australian Electoral Commission, will take place 
this week in CPA1. We’ve had several high quality 
applicants. Best of luck prospective leaders!   

Today our brass and woodwind students, combined 
with the Yorkeys Knob State School students, spent 
a day of experimentation and practice.  This 
culminated with a concert for students at Yorkeys 
Knob. Well done students and instructors.  

Please, could you ensure your child/children are 
hydrated before school and that they have water 
bottles at school particularly in this warmer 
weather? 

Classes for 2010 

Last week we sat down with our teachers and 
mapped out what our classes will be for next year.  
We were equipped with requests that parents had 
sent in earlier in the term as well as the knowledge 
learnt over the year. These classes are now in the 
process of being typed up and will then be sent 
back to the teachers for comment/changes.  After 
this I look over the student combinations and 
allocate a teacher to each class.  These class lists 
are then published in the CPA3 area at the start of 
new school year. 

End of Year Report Cards 

If you require a second report card for split custody; 
please inform the office as soon as possible.  
Reports will be sent out during the last week of 
term. 
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Bike Bus & Bike Riders  

Bike Bus as normal this 
week, but the following 
week (2nd last week of 
school) will be the final 
Bike Bus for the year. On 
this last week all those 
children who ride their bike to school and those 
who ride the Bike Bus on Wednesday are 
asked to decorate their bike to ride to school. 
This will be the same for Thursday. A few 
homemade streamers or tinsel!! We thought 
this might be a fun and rewarding way to show 
off our bike riders. All riders will parade their 
bikes around the oval and the new ‘Virtual 
Neighbourhood Bike Track’ at 9.00 am each 
morning. 

With Yr 7 Graduation, class excursions and 
teachers moving rooms in the last week 
teachers will need to be at school earlier than 
when the Bike Bus arrives so we thought it 
appropriate to not run the Bike Bus in the last 
week. This may be an opportunity for those 
older students who now have confidence and  
good road crossing sense to get together and 
ride by yourselves. 

Written by Tyler R 3EJ  

When Bunnings came to help us Make a Plaque  

Yesterday Dani and Robyn from Bunnings helped 
us make a plaque. First we got screws to screw into 
the board. Second we put a chain on. Third we 
drew our design on it. Fourth we coloured it or 
painted it. Fifth we decorated it, then we took it 
home. 

Yr 4 Problem Solving   

The Yr 4 classes have been working on a range of 
Problem Solving Strategies in Maths time and using 
a Whole-Part- Whole Model of teaching.                       
Mrs Tyndall  and her class are hard at work using 
a  strategy called QWISWAC. 

Each letter stands for a process to use and parents 
can use it at home with children. It is as follows  
Q- What is the Question ?  
W- What information do I have?  
I- Is there any more information?  
S- Which Strategy  can I use?  
W- Work  it out  
A- Answer  the question  
C- Check  it.  
Students are chosen to be Maths Leaders during 
these sessions and enjoy the activities immensely 
while learning many maths strategies. 
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TUCKSHOP 

T.SHIRTS ARE NOW IN STOCK 

BREAKFAST IS SERVED BETWEEN               
8.10—8.50.  IF YOUR CHILDREN WISH TO 

HAVE BREAKFAST MAKE SURE THEY ARE 
AT SCHOOL WITHIN THIS TIME. 
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Tuesday 1 December 5KF—Masonic Care 
Nursing Home 

Thursday 3 
December 

Year 3’s—Retirement 
Home and Muddy’s 
excursion 

Friday 4 December 6JG/6SS Paradise 
Palms Excursion 

Friday 4 December TBSS Christmas Carols 

Tuesday 8 December Year 7 and 6/7JM 
Sugarworld Excursion 

Wednesday 9 
December 

PWB Christmas 
Concert and party 

Wednesday 9  
December 

Yr 7 SSHS Orientation 
Visit 

Thursday 10 
December 

Year 5 ‘s Sugarworld 
Excursion 

Thursday 10 
December 

6CF/6JS Cairns 
Cinemas Excursion 

Friday 11 December Last Day Term 4 

Monday 25 January  
2010 

Student Free Day—
Tuckshop will be open 
for Uniform & Bookpack 
Sales 

Tuesday 26 January 
2010 

Australia Day Public 
Holiday 

Wednesday 27 Jan  School Resumes 2010 

Thursday 3 
December 

6JS Art Exhibition at 
6pm in the Library 

DATE CLAIMERS 

EXCURSION MONEY 

Please note the last day for payments :  

Yr 7 Graduation—27 November                              
Yr 7 Sugarworld—1 December                                
Yr 6 Paradise Palms—2 December                  
Yr 6 Cinemas—5 December                                   
Yr 5 Sugarworld—4 December                          
Yr 3 Retirement Home/Muddies—30 November 

BOOK PACKS  

Booklists were handed to all students 
last week.  If you would like to participate 
in this service please return forms to the 

office by Wednesday 9 December  
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Sales & Repairs                            

Phone:    40558856 
 Best Value & Fast Service  

Workshop or Mobile Service available 
Campus Village Smithfield  

EL GREKO GREEK TAVERNA 
117 WILLIAMS ESPLANADE,  PALM COVE 

  Come and enjoy a night with wine, food, the 
beat of a bouzouki and the sound of the ocean  

 OPEN 7 NIGHTS 5:30PM TILL LATE                                                
Seasonal belly dancing!                                         

No function too big or too small!!!!!                             
A local family run business 

PH: 4055 3703 www.elgrekostaverna.com.au 
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Commercial and Residential, Maintenance, Alterations and 

Renovations—Any Carpentry Work- Repaired or Built, Interior 
Decorating, Exterior Painting, Small Chainsaw Work, Decks 

and Fences, Light bulbs changed, Tap Washers 

If you are planning to leave TBSS at the end of 
the year please let the office know in writing 

ASAP. 
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The carols will be on 
the grass in CPA4 
(down on the oval) 

so bring a blanket to 
sit on.   

Book Fair a Success!  

Our Scholastic Book Fair 
earned  $3009.95. The 
library didn't earn any 
commission this time for 
the extra work. However 
our students and our new 
library have gained almost 
the same value in free books. A big thank you 
to every family who forfeited some of their own 
free books to our new library. To commemorate 
the new building, part of Kevin Rudd's Building 
the Education Revolution strategy, all donors 
have had their names written on the books they 
have donated. The books will be displayed next 
year and in  future students will be able to 
perform a notes search for their own name to 
see their donation. Last week also gave us 
reason to thank the Capocchi Family for making 
a large donation of secondhand books in good 
condition. 

Library Books and Home Readers Due Date  

Friday, 27th November is the last due date for 
all school resources.  Please ensure that your 
child(ren) returns all library books by this 
Friday. Notices and bills will follow next week. 
However if you can encourage your child to be 
considerate in returning the book on time, you 
will save library staff unnecessary work. 
Readers are very slim books. Every year we 
loose thousands of dollars worth of readers. 
Please return any of these books you find in 
your homes and we can reduce this annual 
loss. Your cooperation is appreciated. 
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Energy Wise Presentation Day  

Congratulations to the 6 Year 7 students who 
travelled to Gordonvale State School last 
Friday to the Energy Wise Presentation Day. 
Trinity Beach has been an Energy Wise 
school all this year, with the Power Palz 
working hard in every classroom across the 
school to reduce our electricity consumption. 
The challenge was to reduce it by at least 
10% 

Nathan Cicciarello, Kimberly Duncan, Sherry 
Brown, Courtney-Lea Kettle, Ned Hudswell 
and Jordan Wallace, together with Ms Martin, 
presented our results in a Powerpoint they 
have worked hard on for the past 2 weeks. 

Thanks to everyone in the school participating 
so conscientiously, we reduced our power 
usage by an enormous 19.7%, which was the 
second highest of the schools present! 

This is a great achievement and we would like 
to thank you all for your help in achieving this 
wonderful result.  



Letters from Father Christmas  

Once again, Father Christmas is very busy 
preparing for his biggest day of the year. He has 
asked the Lions Club of Cairns to help him out by 
collecting and forwarding letters written by children 
in Cairns and has promised us that he will reply 
personally to every single child who writes to him. 
He is also very happy to receive letters written by 
parents, grandparents or carers on behalf of the 
children. 

If you would like your children, grandchildren, niece, 
nephew etc to receive a personal, non committal 
letter from Father Christmas, it is very easy—all you 
have to do is write to Father Christmas at: 

Father Christmas 

c/- Lions Club of Cairns Inc 

PO Box 793 

CAIRNS Q.4870 

Ensuring your child’s full name and address is 
written legibly in the letter and you have mentioned 
your child’s age. 

The service is FREE this year to all children in the 
area.  Of course, if you wish to make a small 
donation to the Lions Club of Cairns, be assured 
that any money received is always utilized to assist 
the less fortunate of our communities. 

Bunnings Excursion  

On 9 November at 9:00am, class 6/7JM got on 
the bus and headed for Bunnings Warehouse 
to learn about sustainability. When we got 
there, a Bunnings worker, Dani, was waiting for 
us. She showed us around and told us some of 
the environmentally friendly things happening at 
Bunnings such as: recycling cardboard boxes, 
using energy saving light bulbs, not selling 
plastic bags and much more. 

We came back inside where another Bunnings 
worker Liza helped us make and paint a bird-
feeder to hang up in our gardens. Once every 
one had finished painting, we had a little snack. 
DanI gave us four pamphlets with information in 
them about what we can do to help save the 
environment. 

Then we had a look around in the nursery 
where all the plants were. There were lots of 
plants and vegetables. When it was time to 
leave, DanI gave us a Bunnings bag with some 
things in it like a book, a ruler, coloured pencils 
and a drink bottle. She said she hoped to see 
us doing things to help the environment like the 
ones she told us about today. 

I think that our trip to Bunnings Warehouse 
really taught us a lot about sustainability and 
about how we can help save the environment, 
plus it was also really fun. 

Kiara Connell 6/7JM      
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Watch Over Our School During the Holidays  

With the holidays fast approaching, we need you to 
look out for after-hours crime in our school.  If you see 
anything suspicious, please remember to call the 
School Watch number – 13 17 88. 

The School Watch Program is a partnership between 
Education Queensland, the Queensland Police Service 
and the State Government Protective Security Service. 
It aims to reduce vandalism, theft and arson in Queen-
sland schools. 

If you do see something suspicious, please don’t at-
tempt to intervene. Call the School Watch number and 
let the local police or State Government Protective Se-
curity Service deal with the matter. 

Keep the number handy – 13 17 88 – and let’s work 
together to help create a safer school community! 

If you would like to know more about the School Watch 
Program, please call Education Queensland's School 
Security Section on 07 3237 0874  

SMITHFIELD STATE HIGH SCHOOL  

On Wednesday 9 December, students who are 
attending Smithfield High next year will have an 
orientation day.  Students are to arrive at 9am in    

P Block, the main assembly area.  Students will be 
dismissed at 2.25 to catch buses or be collected by 

family.  

Students who are not attending SSHS next year it is 
a normal school day. 


